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The 7th edition of AMI’s Polymer Foam US 
conference takes place on 18 – 19 June 2019 
at the Marriott Pittsburgh City Center Hotel in 
Pittsburgh, PA, United States. This international 
event looks at foam technology and applications 
in thermoplastics and elastomers, covering a wide 
range of materials, processes and applications.

The use of foam technology is still increasing 
rapidly across all fields of plastics processing.  
With polymer foams providing many beneficial 
properties, they still make up one of the 
fastest growing sectors of the plastics industry. 
Applications have been growing across many 
markets, including construction, infrastructure, 
packaging, transportation and energy generation. 
New markets have also adapted foam technology 
to improve production economics and decrease 
material consumption. Some of the challenges 
facing the industry are the optimization 
of processing parameters and final part 
performance. The interplay between chemical 
and physical blowing agents and different 
processing and material options are also crucial to 
achieve high performing products. 

This high-level program investigates future 
trends in applications and markets and covers 
innovation in the foam industry. Dedicated 
sessions feature new research on optimization 
of foam processing, regulatory status of 
blowing agents and new developments in 
fire retardants for polymer foams. Experts will 
also discuss how the foam industry can apply 
sustainable practices moving forward. 

Five good reasons to attend:

§	 Join discussions moving the industry forward

§	Network with international experts from throughout the supply chain

§	Discuss changes to national regulation

§	 Review trends in global markets and applications

§	 Learn about the newest technical developments

Ways to get involved:

ATTEND
Register before April 26, 2019 and pay $1115 saving $300 on the full price of 
$1415. There are additional discounts for group bookings. The registration fee 
includes attendance at all conference sessions, the Networking Cocktail Reception, 
lunch and refreshment breaks on both days and a set of conference proceedings.

SPONSOR
A variety of sponsorship opportunities are available at this conference to help 
to promote your company’s products and services to this highly targeted 
international audience. Contact the Conference Hotline for further information. 

EXHIBIT
AMI events also represent highly-targeted opportunities to enhance your image 
and to promote your products and services to an international audience. Make 
it easy for the delegates to find you at this busy event with your own exhibition 
space.  Bring your own display stand, banners or use the space to showcase 
samples of your products and ensure that you make an impact.

Space is limited so to avoid disappointment please register for this service as 
soon as possible.

CONFERENCE HOTLINE
Contact: Christa Beveridge, Conference Coordinator

Tel: +1 610 478 0800
Email: christa.beveridge@ami.international

SAVE $300 
Register before 

April 26,  
2019

@Contact_AMI #AMIFoamUSami.international

 

AMI is up to date for my target 

market and interest

Technical Director, JSP
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Tuesday, June 18, 2019

8:00  Registration and welcome coffee
9:00  Opening announcements

SESSION 1 – EXPLORING TRENDS AND INNOVATION IN POLYMER 
FOAM MARKETS AND APPLICATIONS

9:10  Innovation, developments, future outlook: Airplane interior and 
 airplane seating
 Mr. Klaus Brenner, Head of Global Engineering and Design,
 GREINER AEROSPACE GmbH, Austria

9:40  Future trends in markets and applications for polymer foams 
 used as structural sandwich core materials
 Mr. Russell Elkin, Product Development Manager USA,
 3A COMPOSITES, United States

10:10  Particle foam characteristics and properties for sporting goods, 
 impact protection and safety applications
 Mr. Steven Sopher, Technical Director,
 JSP, United States

10:40-11:20 Coffee break 

11:20 Exploring challenges and production innovation in automotive  
 parts manufacturing with expanded polypropylene
 Mr. Rob Dernovsek, Manufacturing Area Manager,
 POLYCON INDUSTRIES – A DIVISION OF MAGNA EXTERIORS, 
 Canada

11:50 Fostering innovation in the foam industry – sharing solutions to 
 drive customer success
 Mr. Rohit Ghosh, Head of Marketing,
 BASF CORPORATION, United States

12:20 Review of field quality assurance program success in Canadian 
 spray foam industry
 Mr. Andrew B. Cole, Executive Director, 
 CANADIAN URETHANE FOAM CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 
 (CUFCA), Canada

12:50-2:20 Lunch 

SESSION 2 – INVESTIGATING BLOWING AGENTS: TECHNICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS AND CHANGING REGULATORY LANDSCAPE

2:20 EPA update: Regulatory changes and new blowing agents
 Ms. Margaret Sheppard, Lead Environmental Protection   
 Specialist,
 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, United States

2:50 Solving potential employee health implications – a case study of 
 powdered vs. masterbatch ADCA blowing agent for cross-  
 linked PE foam production
 Mr. Benjamin J. Reisman, Head of Materials Development,
 PALZIV, Israel

3:20 Exploring chemical blowing agents for thermoplastic   
 elastomers
 Mr. Peter Schroeck, President & CEO,
 REEDY CHEMICAL FOAM, United States

3:20-4:00 Coffee break 

SESSION 3 – ADVANCING THE FIRE RESISTANCE OF POLYMER FOAMS

4:00  Implementing the transition to a polymeric flame retardant for 
 PS foam
 Ms. Shari Kram, Sr. Research Scientist, 
 DOW, United States

4:30  Developments in fire performance in Polyurethane and PET 
 foams
 Ms. Margaret Baumann, Business Manager, Americas, 
 FRX POLYMERS, United States 

5:00–6:30  Networking cocktail reception 

Wednesday, June 19, 2019

8:30  Welcome coffee
9:00  Opening announcements

SESSION 4 – SUSTAINABLE FOAM? 

9:10  Trends in recycling and sustainability of polymer foams; 
 including trends in bio-based materials and packaging
 Mr. Mario Grenier, V.P. & General Manager,
 DYNE-A-PAK Inc., Canada

9:40 PANEL DISCUSSION: SUSTAINABILITY IN THE FOAM
 INDUSTRY - EXPLORING TANGIBLE SOLUTIONS
 Chair: 
 Mr. Steven Sopher, Technical Director,
 JSP, United States
 
 Panellists: 
 Prof. Chul B. Park, Professor,
 UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, Canada
	 Ms.	Denisa	George,	Marketing	Manager	Polyolefin	Foams,
 BOREALIS, United Kingdom
 Ms. Shari Kram, Sr. Research Scientist, 
 DUPONT SAFETY & CONSTRUCTION, United States
  
10:40-11:20 Coffee break 

SESSION 5 – IMPROVING PROCESSING TECHNIQUES AND 
INCREASING BENEFICIAL PROPERTIES

11:20  Foaming mechanisms of pure and reinforced polypropylene in 
 foam injection molding
 Prof. Chul B. Park, Professor, and
 Dr. Vahid Shaayegan, Research Director and Postdoctoral Fellow,
 UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, Canada

11:50  Low density polypropylene extrusion foaming with decreased 
 cell sizes in the presence of crystals and additives
 Dr. Alireza Tabatabaei, Senior Development Engineer,
 WOODBRIDGE FOAM CORPORATION, Canada

12:20  Piezoelectric properties of polyethylene foams: optimization of 
 the processing and post-processing conditions
 Dr. Denis Rodrigue, Professor,
 DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERING, LAVAL UNIVERSITY, 
 Canada

12:50  Comparison of foaming level, structure and operating cost of 
 two different foaming techniques in injection molding
 Mr. Samuel Dix, R&D Director,
 TREXEL Inc., United States

1:20-2:20 Lunch and conference ends

Presentation Download sponsored by: 

AMI reserves the right to alter the program without notice.
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Company: _____________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________
Country: _______________________________________________________ 
Tel: ____________________________ Fax: ___________________________
Company activity: _____________________________________________                                                                         
Purchase order no. (if applicable): ___________________________________
Invoice address (if different from above): _________________________
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________

DELEGATE/EXHIBITOR DETAILS   
Title: Mr/Mrs/Dr/Other: ________________________________________
First name: ____________________________________________________
Surname:  _______________________________________________
Position: _______________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________ 
Special dietary requirements: ____________________________________ 
Signature: ________________________ Date:_______________________

Please confirm that you agree to your name being published alongside your 
company name and job title on the delegate list.  
q Yes q No

By registering for this event (please tick these boxes);

q I agree to AMI’s Privacy Policy (www.ami.international/about/legal)    
q I agree to AMI’s Terms & Conditions (www.ami.international/about/tac)

PARTICIPATION Price

q	Early Booking Delegate Admission Fee: $1,115.00 
(Until April 26, 2019)

q	Delegate Admission Fee: $1,415.00 
	

q Exhibition Space: $2,040.00

   Total: ______________

METHOD OF PAYMENT
You will be sent an invoice in 7-14 working days.

q  Pay by Credit Card by registering online: 

Alternatively, please provide your contact details and we will send you a link 
to a secure payment gateway via email.

Name:_______________________________________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________________

q  Bank transfer quoting: ‘Your invoice and A/C No.’
Account number: 2000030701584  
Routing number: 121000248               SWIFT: WFBIUS6S
Note: You are responsible for any bank charges involved with the transaction

q  By Check: Made payable to “Applied Market Information LLC”

Bringing the plastics industry together. @Contact_AMI #AMIFoamUS

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

REGISTRATION FORM

CONFERENCE HOTLINE
CHRISTA BEVERIDGE, CONFERENCE COORDINATOR
AMI
1210 Broadcasting Road, Suite #103
Wyomissing, PA 19610 USA 
Tel: +1 610 478 0800  
Email: christa.beveridge@ami.international

The latest program, including any new speakers, changes to the schedule, 
and any amendments to pricing and terms and conditions can be viewed 
on our website: www.ami.international

POLYMER FOAM 2019
CONFERENCE INFORMATION
June 18-19, 2019
Pittsburgh Marriott City Center
112 Washington Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 USA
Tel: +1 412 471 4000

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
Delegates are responsible for booking their own accommodation. We 
have negotiated a room rate of $155 plus tax per night at the Pittsburgh 
Marriott City Center Hotel in Pittsburgh, PA until May 28, 2019. To make a 
reservation, please contact the hotel’s reservation department at +1 412 
471 4000 and indicate that you will be attending “AMI’s Polymer Foam 2019 
conference” to qualify for the special room rate. The hotel is guaranteed 
for a limited number of rooms so do not delay in making your reservation 
for a room at the conference location. 

Please make your reservation using the direct hyperlink which can be 
found on our website www.ami.international/events (click on ‘Polymer 
Foam 2019’ followed by Accommodation).

PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES
Delegate registration: includes attendance at all conference sessions, a 
set of conference proceedings, entrance into the Networking Cocktail 
Reception, lunch and coffee breaks. 

Sponsor this event: maximize your company profile before, during and after 
the event by becoming a sponsor. For further information, please contact 
the Conference Organizer.

Exhibition space: an excellent way to enhance your business opportunities 
and make it easy for delegates to find you! Includes:

• entry for one representative from your company
• exhibition space in the networking area
• your company profile in the conference proceedings
• new and existing product display
• handing out brochures and promotional items from your stand

Spaces are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis and sell quickly. 

Group discounts: when registering as a group you may be entitled to 
discounts. Contact the Conference Organizer for more information.

Networking Cocktail Reception
A networking cocktail reception will be held on the first evening. This 
offers an excellent opportunity for delegates to meet with speakers and 
other colleagues. All delegates are invited to attend and admission is 
included in the delegate fee.

CANCELLATIONS
Full refunds, less a cancellation charge of $300 will be made on 
cancellations received prior to April 26, 2019 (Early Booking). Thereafter 
we regret that no refunds can be made. Delegates may be substituted at 
any time. Please note that refunds will not be given on exhibition upgrades 
or sponsorship packages.

Register online

https://my.ami.international/conference-registration/?eid=7e395b37-de68-e811-8139-70106fa6f461
https://my.ami.international/conference-registration/?eid=7e395b37-de68-e811-8139-70106fa6f461
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